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BiH Presidency Member Milorad Dodik said Monday that a planned Catholic mass for those killed in 

Bleiburg, Austria, in 1945 appears to be an attempt to rehabilitate the Nazi-allied Ustasha movement 

and should not take place in Sarajevo. Dodik said, “Without wishing to dispute the right of any church 

or religious community to serve, I have to say that we are deeply disturbed even by the announcement 

of such a Mass.”
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Israel’s Embassy for BiH on Sunday condemned the mass for the 1945 Bleiburg killings planned for 

May 16 in Sarajevo, saying they strongly stand by the Jewish Community in BiH’s condemnation of 

this event and asking the Catholic Church to reconsider its plans.
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